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1
SOLAR CELL AND METHOD FOR
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Korean Patent Application Nos. 10-2012-0061092 and
10-2012-0125683, filed in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office on Jun. 7, 2012 and Nov. 7, 2012, the entire contents
of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments relate to a solar cell and a method
for manufacturing the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

A solar cell is a photoelectric conversion device that
transforms solar energy into electrical energy, and has
attracted much attention as an infinite but pollution-free next
generation energy source.

A solar cell includes p-type and n-type semiconductors
and produces electrical energy by transferring electrons and
holes to the n-type and p-type semiconductors, respectively,
and then collecting electrons and holes in each electrode
when an electron-hole pair (EHP) is produced by solar light
energy absorbed in a photoactive layer inside the semicon-
ductors. Further, a solar cell is required to have as much
efficiency as possible for producing electrical energy from
solar energy.

SUMMARY

Example embodiments provide a solar cell having
improved efficiency. Example embodiments also provide a
method of manufacturing the solar cell. The solar cell may
effectively absorb light with minimum or relatively little loss
so that as many electron-hole pairs as possible may be
produced, and then collect the produced charges without
loss.

According to example embodiments, a solar cell may
include a first electrode, a second electrode facing the first
electrode, a photoactive layer between the first electrode and
the second electrode, the photoactive layer including an
electron donor and an electron acceptor, and a partially
oxidized metal thin film between the first electrode and the
photoactive layer.

The partially oxidized metal thin film may have a work
function between that of a non-oxidized metal and that of a
fully oxidized metal. The difference between a work func-
tion of the partially oxidized metal thin film and a work
function of the first electrode may range from about 0.2 eV
to about 0.95 eV, and the difference between a work function
of the partially oxidized metal thin film and a highest
occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) level of the electron
donor may range from about 0.05 eV to about 1.0 eV.

The electron donor may have a HOMO level of about 5.4
eV to about 6.0 eV. The difference between a work function
of the partially oxidized metal thin film and a work function
of the first electrode may range from about 0.4 eV to about
0.8 eV, and the difference between a work function of the
partially oxidized metal thin film and a HOMO level of the
electron donor may range from about 0.1 eV to about 0.75
eV.

The electron donor may have a HOMO level of about 5.4
eV to about 6.0 eV. The partially oxidized metal of the
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partially oxidized metal thin film may have a work function
of'about 5.2 eV to about 5.8 eV. The partially oxidized metal
of the partially oxidized metal thin film may have a work
function of about 5.4 eV to about 5.6 eV.

The first electrode may be an anode, and the metal of the
partially oxidized metal thin film may include one of nickel
(Ni), ruthenium (Ru), tungsten (W), molybdenum (Mo),
vanadium (V), iridium (Ir), niobium (Nb), tantalum (Ta),
Rhodium (Rh) and a combination thereof.

The first electrode may be a cathode, and the metal of the
partially oxidized metal thin film may include one of tita-
nium (T1), zinc (Zn), silicon (Si) and a combination thereof.
The partially oxidized metal thin film may have a thickness
of less than or equal to about 10 nm.

According to example embodiments, a method of manu-
facturing a solar cell may include forming a metal thin film
on a first electrode, partially oxidizing the metal thin film to
form a partially oxidized metal thin film, forming a photo-
active layer on the partially oxidized thin film, the photo-
active layer including an electron donor and an electron
acceptor, and forming a second electrode on the photoactive
layer.

Partially oxidizing the metal thin film may anneal the
metal thin film at a temperature of about 200° C. to about
600° C. while supplying an oxygen-containing gas. Partially
oxidizing the metal thin film may anneal the metal thin film
by providing at least one of oxygen gas (O,) and ozone gas
(O5) at a flow rate of about 10 sccm to about 200 sccm for
about 1 minute to about 30 minutes.

Partially oxidizing the metal thin film may form the
partially oxidized metal thin film having a work function
between that of a non-oxidized metal and that of a fully
oxidized metal.

The first electrode may be formed to have a first work
function, the partially oxidized metal thin film may be
formed to have a second work function, and the electron
donor of the photoactive layer may be formed with a highest
occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) level having a third
work function, the difference between the first work function
and the second work function may range from about 0.2 eV
to about 0.95 eV, and the difference between the second
work function and the third work function may range from
about 0.05 eV to about 1.0 eV.

The partially oxidized metal thin film may have a work
function of about 5.2 eV to about 5.8 eV. The HOMO level
of the electron donor may have a work function of about 5.4
eV to about 6.0 eV.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and
more readily appreciated from the following description of
example embodiments, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a solar cell according
to example embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing a work function change of a
partially oxidized molybdenum thin film obtained from
Experimental Example 1 depending upon annealing time.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a work function change of a
partially oxidized molybdenum thin film obtained from
Experimental Example 2 depending upon annealing tem-
perature.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will hereinafter be described in
detail referring to the following accompanied drawings, and
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can be more easily performed by those who have common
knowledge in the related art. However, these embodiments
are only examples, and the inventive concepts are not
limited thereto.

In the drawings, the thickness of layers, films, panels,
regions, etc., are exaggerated for clarity. Like reference
numerals designate like elements throughout the specifica-
tion. It will be understood that when an element such as a
layer, film, region, or substrate is referred to as being “on”
another element, it can be directly on the other element or
intervening elements may also be present. In contrast, when
an element is referred to as being “directly on” another
element, there are no intervening elements present.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first”,
“second”, etc. may be used herein to describe various
elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections, these
elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections are
not to be limited by these terms. These terms are only used
to distinguish one element, component, region, layer or
section from another element, component, region, layer or
section. Thus, a first element, component, region, layer or
section discussed below could be termed a second element,
component, region, layer or section without departing from
the teachings of example embodiments.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of example embodiments. As used herein, the
singular forms “a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. It will be further understood that the terms
“comprises”, “comprising”, “includes” and/or “including,”
if used herein, specify the presence of stated features,
integers, steps, operations, elements and/or components, but
do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, components
and/or groups thereof.

Example embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to cross-sectional illustrations that are schematic illus-
trations of idealized embodiments (and intermediate struc-
tures) of example embodiments. As such, variations from the
shapes of the illustrations as a result, for example, of
manufacturing techniques and/or tolerances, are to be
expected. Thus, example embodiments are not to be con-
strued as limited to the particular shapes of regions illus-
trated herein but are to include deviations in shapes that
result, for example, from manufacturing. For example, an
implanted region illustrated as a rectangle may have rounded
or curved features and/or a gradient of implant concentration
at its edges rather than a binary change from implanted to
non-implanted region. Likewise, a buried region formed by
implantation may result in some implantation in the region
between the buried region and the surface through which the
implantation takes place. Thus, the regions illustrated in the
figures are schematic in nature and their shapes are not
intended to illustrate the actual shape of a region of a device
and are not intended to limit the scope of example embodi-
ments.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which example embodiments belong. It will be further
understood that terms, such as those defined in commonly-
used dictionaries, is to be interpreted as having a meaning
that is consistent with their meaning in the context of the
relevant art and will not be interpreted in an idealized or
overly formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.
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Referring to the drawings, a solar cell according to
example embodiments is illustrated. FIG. 1 is a cross-
sectional view of a solar cell according to example embodi-
ments. Referring to FIG. 1, the solar cell 100 includes a
substrate (not shown), a first electrode 10, a second electrode
20 facing the first electrode 10, a photoactive layer 30
interposed between the first electrode 10 and second elec-
trode 20, and a partially oxidized metal thin film 40 inter-
posed between the first electrode 10 and photoactive layer
30.

The substrate may be positioned at the first electrode 10
or the second electrode 20, and may be made of a transparent
material. The transparent material may include, for example
an inorganic material, e.g., glass, or an organic material, e.g.,
polycarbonate,  polymethylmethacrylate,  polyethylene
terephthalate, polyethylene naphthalate, polyamide,
polyethersulfone, or a combination thereof.

One of the first electrode 10 and the second electrode 20
is an anode and the other is a cathode. One of the first
electrode 10 and second electrode 20 may be made of a
transparent conductor, e.g., indium tin oxide (ITO), indium
doped zinc oxide (IZO), tin oxide (SnO,), aluminum doped
zinc oxide (AZO), and/or gallium doped zinc oxide (GZO),
and the other may be made of an opaque conductor, e.g.,
aluminum (Al), silver (Ag), gold (Au), and/or lithium (Li).

The photoactive layer 30 may be made of a photoactive
material including an electron acceptor made of an n-type
semiconductor material, and an electron donor made of a
p-type semiconductor material.

The electron acceptor and electron donor may form, for
example, a bulk heterojunction structure. In the case of
forming the bulk heterojunction, when the electron-hole pair
excited by light absorbed in the photoactive layer 30 reaches
the interface of the electron acceptor and electron donor by
diffusion, electrons and holes are separated by the electron
affinity difference of the two materials for the interface,
electrons are moved to the cathode through the electron
acceptor and holes are moved to the anode through the
electron donor, so as to generate a photocurrent.

The photoactive material may include, for example, at
least two selected from polyaniline; polypyrrole; polythio-
phene;  poly(p-phenylenevinylene);  benzodithiophene;
thienothiophene; MEH-PPV  (poly[2-methoxy-5-(2'-ethyl-
hexyloxy)-1,4-phenylene]vinylene); MDMO-PPV (poly(2-
methoxy-5-(3,7-dimethyloctyloxy)-1,4-phenylene-vi-
nylene)); pentacene; perylene; PEDOT (poly(3,4-cthylene
dioxythiophene)); poly(3-alkylthiophene); PTB1 (poly((4,8-
bis(octyloxy)benzo[1,2-b:4,5-b'|dithiophene)-2,6-diyl-alt-
(2-((dodecyloxy)carbonyl)thieno[3,4-b|thiophene)-3,6-
diyl)); PTB7 (poly((4,8-bis(2-ethylhexyloxy)benzo[1,2-b:4,
5-b'|dithiophene)-2,6-diyl-alt-(2-((2-ethyl hexyloxy)
carbonyl)-3-fluorothieno[3,4-b|thiophene)-3,6-diyl));

phthalocyanine; SnPc (tin(II) phthalocyanine); copper
phthalocyanine; triarylamine; benzidine; pyrazoline;
styrylamine; hydrazone; carbazole; thiophene; 3,4-ethylene

dioxythiophene (EDOT); pyrrole; phenanthrene; tetracene;
naphthalene; rubrene; NTCDA (1,4,5,8-naphthalene-tetrac-
arboxylic dianhydride); Alqs; fullerene (Cgp, Cog, Cryy Cog,
Crgs Cqsy Cgyy Crng, and Cggp); a fullerene derivative, e.g.,
1-(3-methoxy-carbonyl)propyl-1-phenyl(6,6)Cs, (PCBM),
C,,-PCBM, C,,-PCBM, and/or bis-PCBM; an inorganic
semiconductor, e.g., CdS, CdTe, CdSe, and/or ZnO; a
derivative thereof; and a copolymer thereof, but is not
limited thereto.

When two or more kinds of photoactive materials having
different energy levels form a bulk heterojunction, the
material having a relatively low LUMO (lowest unoccupied
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molecular orbital) level may be used for an electron accep-
tor, and the material having a relatively high LUMO level
may be used for an electron donor.

For example, the electron acceptor may be fullerene (Cq,
Cror Cras Crer Crar Caas Caus Crng, and Cygp), and/or a
fullerene derivative, e.g., 1-(3-methoxy-carbonyl)propyl-1-
phenyl(6,6)Cs, (PCBM), C,,-PCBM, Cg,-PCBM, and/or
bis-PCBM.

For example, the electron donor may be a polymer having
a relatively high highest occupied molecular orbital
(HOMO) level, for example, a polymer having a HOMO
level of about 5.4 eV to about 6.0 eV or a polymer having
a HOMO level of about 5.5 to 6.0 eV. By using the polymer
having the relatively high HOMO level as an electron donor,
the open circuit voltage may be increased to improve the
efficiency of the solar cell.

Such a polymer may include, for example, a carbazole-
based compound, a fluorene-based compound, a haloge-
nated fused thiophene, and/or a (dithieno[3,2-b:2'3'-d]si-
lole)-based compound, but is not limited thereto.

The partially oxidized metal thin film 40 may be disposed
between the first electrode 10 and the photoactive layer 30
to play a role of an interlayer, so as to increase charge
mobility between the photoactive layer 30 and the first
electrode 10. The drawing shows only the case that the
partially oxidized metal thin film 40 is disposed between the
first electrode 10 and the photoactive layer 30, but is not
limited thereto. The partially oxidized metal thin film 40
may be disposed both between the first electrode 10 and
photoactive layer 30 and between the second electrode 20
and the photoactive layer 30.

In example embodiments, the partially oxidized metal
thin film 40 includes a metal portion and a metal oxide
portion together in the thin film differing from the fully
oxidized metal thin film. The partially oxidized metal thin
film 40 may have a work function between that of the
non-oxidized metal and the fully oxidized metal.

The fully oxidized metal may have a higher work function
than the non-oxidized metal and may increase the work
function by oxidizing the non-oxidized metal. Accordingly,
the partially oxidized metal thin film 40 may have a required
work function by adjusting the oxidizing degree of the
metal.

The partially oxidized metal thin film 40 may be con-
trolled to have a work function between that of the first
electrode 10 and the energy level of an electron donor or
electron acceptor for the photoactive layer 30.

When the first electrode 10 is an anode, the partially
oxidized metal thin film 40 may be controlled to have a work
function between that of the first electrode 10 and the
HOMO level of the electron donor for the photoactive layer
30.

In example embodiments, the work function of the par-
tially oxidized metal thin film 40 may have a difference in
a predetermined or given range from the work function of
the first electrode 10 and the HOMO level of the electron
donor. For example, the work function difference between
the partially oxidized metal thin film 40 and the first elec-
trode 10 may range from about 0.2 eV to about 0.95 eV, and
the difference of between the work function of the partially
oxidized metal thin film 40 and the HOMO level of the
electron donor may range from about 0.05 eV to about 1.0
eV. The work function difference between the partially
oxidized metal thin film 40 and the lower electrode 10 may
range from about 0.4 eV to about 0.8 eV, and the difference
between the work function of the partially oxidized metal
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thin film 40 and the HOMO level of electron donor may
range from about 0.1 eV to about 0.75 eV.

By having the energy level difference within the range,
when holes generated from the photoactive layer 30 are
passed through the partially oxidized metal thin film 40 and
moved to the first electrode 10, the energy barrier may be
lowered to increase the charge mobility. In addition, by
having the energy level difference within the range, elec-
trons generated in the photoactive layer 30 may be prevented
or inhibited from moving to the anode through the partially
oxidized metal thin film 40, so the hole loss due to recom-
bination may be prevented or inhibited. Thereby, the effi-
ciency of solar cell may be enhanced.

Particularly, when the electron donor is a polymer having
a relatively high HOMO level as in the above, the work
function of the interlayer is also required to be controlled to
provide the energy level difference. For example, when the
electron donor is a polymer having a HOMO level of about
5.4 eV to about 6.0 eV, the partially oxidized metal thin film
40 may be controlled to have a work function of about 5.2
eV to 5.8 eV. Within the range, the partially oxidized metal
thin film 40 may be controlled to have a work function of
about 5.4 eV to 5.6 eV.

Thereby, the work function of the interlayer may be more
easily controlled according to the energy level of the elec-
tron donor even when using an electron donor having a
relatively high HOMO level. Accordingly, the efficiency of
the solar cell is ultimately enhanced by increasing the charge
mobility by the interlayer as well as by increasing the open
circuit voltage by the electron donor having a relatively high
HOMO level.

The first electrode 10 may be an anode as described
above, but the first electrode 10 may also be a cathode in the
same manner. In example embodiments, the LUMO level of
the electron acceptor may be described instead of the
HOMO level of the electron donor for the photoactive layer
30.

When the first electrode 10 is an anode, the metal may be
nickel (Ni), ruthenium (Ru), tungsten (W), molybdenum
(Mo), vanadium (V), iridium (Ir), niobium (Nb), tantalum
(Ta), Rhodium (Rh) or a combination thereof, but is not
limited thereto. When the first electrode 10 is a cathode, the
metal may include titanium (Ti), zinc (Zn), silicon (Si), or a
combination thereof, but is not limited thereto.

The partially oxidized metal thin film 40 may have a
thickness of less than or equal to about 10 nm. For example,
the thickness may range from about 3 nm to about 10 nm.
By providing the thickness within the range, the interlayer
having a required work function may be provided while not
deteriorating the transmittance.

Hereinafter, a method of manufacturing the solar cell is
illustrated referring to FIG. 1. A method of manufacturing a
solar cell according to example embodiments may include
forming a first electrode 10, forming a metal thin film (not
shown) on the first electrode 10, oxidizing the metal thin
film partially to provide a partially oxidized metal thin film
40, forming a photoactive layer 30 including an electron
donor and an electron acceptor on the partially oxidized
metal thin film 40, and forming a second electrode 20 on the
photoactive layer 30.

The first electrode 10 may be made of, for example, a
transparent conductor, e.g., indium tin oxide (ITO), indium
doped zinc oxide (IZO), tin oxide (SnO,), aluminum doped
zinc oxide (AZO), and/or gallium doped zinc oxide (GZO),
and the other may be made of an opaque conductor, e.g.,
aluminum (Al), silver (Ag), gold (Au), and lithium (Li). The
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first electrode 10 may be made, for example, using sputter-
ing or deposition, and may be a single layer or multiple
layers.

The metal thin film may be provided by using a method,
e.g., sputtering or deposition of, for example, nickel (Ni),
ruthenium (Ru), tungsten (W), molybdenum (Mo), vana-
dium (V), iridium (Ir), niobium (Nb), tantalum (Ta), Rho-
dium (Rh), titanium (Ti), zinc (Zn), silicon (Si), or a
combination thereof.

The oxidizing of the metal thin film may be partially
performed by placing the metal thin film in a chamber of a
vacuum atmosphere of less than or equal to about 10~ Torr,
and annealing the resultant by providing an oxygen-contain-
ing gas. Herein, the annealing may be performed at a
temperature of about 200 to 600° C., and the oxygen-
containing gas may be oxygen gas (O,), ozone gas (O,), or
a mixed gas thereof, at a flow rate of about 10 to about 200
sccm for about 1 minute to about 30 minutes. The annealing
may be stopped before fully oxidizing the metal thin film.

Forming the photoactive layer 30 may include coating a
mixed solution of an electron donor polymer and an electron
acceptor polymer by a solution process, for example, spin
coating, or inkjet printing, and drying the same.

The second electrode 20 may be made of a transparent
conductor, e.g., indium tin oxide (ITO), indium doped zinc
oxide (IZ0), tin oxide (SnO,), aluminum doped zinc oxide
(AZO), and/or gallium doped zinc oxide (GZO), and the
other may be made of an opaque conductor, e.g., aluminum
(Al), silver (Ag), gold (Au), and/or lithium (Li). The second
electrode 20 may be made, for example, using sputtering or
deposition, and may be a single layer or multiple layers.

Hereinafter, this disclosure is illustrated in more detail
with reference to examples and comparative examples.
However, they are example embodiments, and this disclo-
sure is not limited thereto.

Confirmation of Work Function Change Depending Upon
Annealing Condition

Experimental Example 1

A 9 nm-thick molybdenum thin film is formed on an ITO
substrate according to a sputtering method. The ITO sub-
strate is put into a vacuum chamber and supplied with
oxygen gas (O,) at a flow rate of 50 sccm at 350° C. to
provide a partially oxidized molybdenum thin film. A
change in the work function of the partially oxidized molyb-
denum thin film is monitored depending upon the annealing
time.

Experimental Example 2

A 9 nm-thick molybdenum (Mo)/titanium (T1) thin film is
formed on an ITO substrate according to a sputtering
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method. The ITO substrate is put into a vacuum chamber and
supplied with oxygen gas (O,) at a flow rate of 50 sccm for
5 minutes to provide a partially oxidized molybdenum thin
film. A change in the work function of the partially oxidized
molybdenum thin film is monitored depending upon the
annealing temperature at 100° C., 200° C., 300° C., 400° C.,
and 500° C.

Evaluation 1

FIG. 2 is a graph showing the work function change of the
partially oxidized molybdenum thin film obtained from
Experimental Example 1 depending upon annealing time,
and FIG. 3 is a graph showing the work function change of
the partially oxidized molybdenum thin film obtained from
Experimental Example 2 depending upon annealing tem-
perature.

Referring to FIG. 2, the work function is gradually
increased for about 10 minutes after starting the annealing,
and the work function is little changed or slightly decreased
after about 10 minutes. From the results, it is understood that
when the annealing time is less than or equal to about 10
minutes under the condition of Experimental Example 1, the
partially oxidized molybdenum thin film is formed to control
the work function, and when the annealing time is more than
about 10 minutes, the molybdenum thin film is fully oxi-
dized to provide an almost steady work function.

Referring to FIG. 3, the work function is gradually
increased according to increasing the annealing temperature.
From the results, it is understood that the partially oxidized
metal thin film having a predetermined or given work
function may be provided by controlling the annealing
temperature.

Fabrication of Solar Cell
Example 1

A 150 nm-thick ITO anode is formed on a transparent
glass substrate having a thickness of 1 mm according to a
sputtering method. A 9 nm-thick molybdenum thin film is
formed on the ITO anode according to a sputtering method.
The substrate is put into a vacuum chamber and supplied
with oxygen gas (O,) in a flow rate of 50 sccm at 350° C.
for 7 minutes to provide a partially oxidized molybdenum
thin film (work function: 5.4 eV). Then 7 mg of an electron
donor (Mw=59.9 kg/mol, HOMO level: 5.5 eV) represented
by the following Chemical Formula A and 28 mg of C71-
PCBM are dissolved in chlorobenzene to provide a mixture
which is then coated on the partially oxidized molybdenum
thin film according to a spin coating method to provide a
photoactive layer. An 80 nm-thick aluminum (Al) cathode is
formed on the photoactive layer to provide a solar cell.

[Chemical Formula A]

CF;
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Example 2

A solar cell is fabricated in accordance with the same

procedure as in Example 1, except that an electron donor

(Mw=15.7 kg/mol) represented by the following Chemical

Formula B is used instead of the electron donor represented

by Chemical Formula A.

[Chemical Formula B)

/ N\

Example 3

A solar cell is fabricated in accordance with the same

procedure as in Example 1, except that an electron donor

(Mw=386 kg/mol) represented by the following Chemical .

Formula C is used instead of the electron donor represented
by Chemical Formula A.
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[Chemical Formula C]

Comparative Example 1

A solar cell is fabricated in accordance with the same
procedure as in Example 1, except that the partially oxidized
molybdenum thin film is not provided.

Comparative Example 2

A solar cell is fabricated in accordance with the same
procedure as in Example 2, except that the partially oxidized
molybdenum thin film is not provided.

Comparative Example 3

A solar cell is fabricated in accordance with the same
procedure as in Example 3, except that the partially oxidized
molybdenum thin film is not provided.

Evaluation 2

The physical properties of solar cells obtained from

5 Examples 1 to 3 and Comparative Examples 1 to 3 are

evaluated. First, the solar cells obtained from Examples 1 to
3 and Comparative Examples 1 to 3 are measured for
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photocurrent voltage, and open-circuit voltage (Voc), short-
circuit current (Jsc), and fill factor (FF) are calculated from
the measured photocurrent curved line. From the results, the
efficiency of the solar cell is evaluated.

As alight source, a xenon lamp (Oriel, 01193) is used, and
the solar condition of the xenon lamp (AM 1.5) is compen-
sated by using a standard solar cell (Fraunhofer Institute for
Solar Energy Systems, Certificate No. C-ISE369, Type of
material: Mono-Si+KG filter).

The results are shown in Table 1.
TABLE 1
Voc mV)  Jsc (mA/cm?) FF (%)  Efficiency (%)

Example 1 0.92 9.33 59.6 5.12
Comparative 0.90 9.82 52.9 4.68
Example 1

Example 2 0.83 2.39 57.1 1.135
Comparative 0.77 2.71 44.1 0.92
Example 2

Example 3 0.92 1.56 67.5 0.97
Comparative 0.62 2.05 50.4 0.70
Example 3

Referring to Table 1, solar cells obtained from Examples
1, 2, and 3 have higher current density and higher efficiency
than solar cells obtained from Comparative Examples 1, 2,
and 3, respectively.

While this disclosure has been described in connection
with what is presently considered to be practical example
embodiments, it is to be understood that the inventive
concepts are not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but,
on the contrary, is intended to cover various modifications
and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A solar cell comprising:

a first electrode;

a second electrode facing the first electrode;

a photoactive layer between the first electrode and the
second electrode, the photoactive layer including an
electron donor and an electron acceptor; and

a partially oxidized metal thin film between the first
electrode and the photoactive,

wherein the difference between a work function of the
partially oxidized metal thin film and a work function
of the first electrode ranges from about 0.2 eV to about
0.95 eV, and

wherein the difference between a work function of the
partially oxidized metal thin film and a highest occu-
pied molecular orbital (HOMO) level of the electron
donor ranges from about 0.05 eV to about 1.0 eV.

2. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the partially oxidized
metal thin film has a work function between that of a
non-oxidized metal and that of a fully oxidized metal.

3. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the electron donor has
a HOMO level of about 5.4 eV to about 6.0 eV.

4. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein

the difference between a work function of the partially
oxidized metal thin film and a work function of the first
electrode ranges from about 0.4 eV to about 0.8 eV, and

the difference between a work function of the partially
oxidized metal thin film and a HOMO level of the
electron donor ranges from about 0.1 eV to about 0.75
eV.
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5. The solar cell of claim 4, wherein the electron donor has
a HOMO level of about 5.4 eV to about 6.0 eV.

6. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the partially oxidized
metal of the partially oxidized metal thin film has a work
function of about 5.2 eV to about 5.8 eV.

7. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the partially oxidized
metal of the partially oxidized metal thin film has a work
function of about 5.4 eV to about 5.6 eV.

8. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the first electrode is
an anode, and the metal of the partially oxidized metal thin
film includes one of nickel (Ni), ruthenium (Ru), tungsten
(W), molybdenum (Mo), vanadium (V), iridium (Ir), nio-
bium (Nb), tantalum (Ta), Rhodium (Rh) and a combination
thereof.

9. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the first electrode is
a cathode, and the metal of the partially oxidized metal thin
film includes one of titanium (Ti), zinc (Zn), silicon (Si) and
a combination thereof.

10. The solar cell of claim 1, wherein the partially
oxidized metal thin film has a thickness of less than or equal
to about 10 nm.

11. A method of manufacturing a solar cell, the method
comprising:

forming a first electrode;

forming a metal thin film on a first electrode;

partially oxidizing the metal thin film to form a partially

oxidized metal thin film;

forming a photoactive layer on the partially oxidized thin

film, the photoactive layer including an electron donor
and an electron acceptor; and
forming a second electrode on the photoactive layer,
wherein the difference between a work function of the
partially oxidized metal thin film and a work function
of the first electrode ranges from about 0.2 eV to about
0.95 eV, and

wherein the difference between a work function of the
partially oxidized metal thin film and a highest occu-
pied molecular orbital (HOMO) level of the electron
donor ranges from about 0.05 eV to about 1.0 eV.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the partially oxi-
dizing the metal thin film anneals the metal thin film at a
temperature of about 200° C. to about 600° C. while
supplying an oxygen-containing gas.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the partially oxi-
dizing the metal thin film anneals the metal thin film by
providing at least one of oxygen gas (O,) and ozone gas (O;)
at a flow rate of about 10 sccm to about 200 sccm for about
1 minute to about 30 minutes.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the partially oxi-
dizing the metal thin film forms the partially oxidized metal
thin film having a work function between that of a non-
oxidized metal and that of a fully oxidized metal.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the partially oxi-
dizing the metal thin film forms the partially oxidized metal
thin film having a work function of about 5.2 eV to about 5.8
eV.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein the forming a
photoactive layer forms the electron donor having a HOMO
level with a work function of about 5.4 eV to about 6.0 eV.
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